This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTEDTMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



JAPANESE PATENT OFFICE 



JP6297815 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



MULTI-PORT PRINTER 

Publication date: 1994-10-25 

Inventors): MASKTA TAKESHI 

Applicants):: NEC CORP 

Application Number: JP1 9930088261 19930415 

Priority Number(s): 

IPC Classification: B41J29/38 ; G06F3/12 
EC Classification: 



Abstract 



PURPOSE: 

To efficiently use a printer without the exclusive use of the printer by a specific host device. 

CONSTITUTION; • ' 

A title multi-port printer comprises an interface 3 receiving printing data and the number of printing 
pages that are respectively transmitted from a plurality of host devices 1, % a memory 4 storing the 
printing a printing part 5 printing the printing data; and registers 10, 11 respectively conrcspcoiding 
to the two or more host devices 1, 2 and subtracting the number of pages printed by the printing part 5 
from tibie number of printing pages. Furthermore, it comprises a comparison part 12 discriminating a 
relation of magnitude between the values of the registers 10, 1 1; a control part 6 controlling the printing 
part 5 so as to print printing data from a specific host device selected out of the two ox more host devices 
1, 2 based on the discriminated result of 1be comparison part 12; and a time allocation part 13 allowing a 
host device corresponding to a register of a specific value compared with the value oftheiegister 
corresponding to the specific host device to transmit printing data with the priority under control after the 
printing part 5 is occupied by the specific host device for a predetermined time. 
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